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ABSTRACT

Historical and agricultural indicators showed that wheat is one
of the important crops cultivated in the southern high land mountain
areas as it’s in the high mountains areas of Yemen. Populations
produce and use local wheat as resource for alimentation until the last
century in the high altitude areas of Taiz governorate. The cultivation
of this crop decreased due to several factors:the drought was the first
cause as well as the importation of wheat and the replacement of this
crop per other crops in these areas, but it still conserved in the high
maintained of Saber Almawadem district as it’s since hindered of
years and considered within the main crops for production and
alimentation.

Local wheat landraces in these areas face several problems as
lodging after rain, less grain production, reduction of the genetic base,
replacements by other crops or imported varieties, which threat the
cultivation of local wheat varities in this area as it’s happened in the
others southern high mountain areas of Taiz and Ibb (Gabal Habashi,
AlHgariah, Badan thei alsofal etc...), and in the country.

As well as there good quality characterizations for Wassani
variety, it’s characterized by adaptability for less soil fertility,
elasticity of production, and adaptation for climate and topographic
factors in this area as all local landraces in high mountain areas of
Yemen.

During five years of breeding for genetic improvement of this
variety conducted by the participatory research team in farmers field,

several advanced lines in F% has been selected which are more

tolerant for lodging, higher production and adapted for rained
cultivation more then the local variety and conserved the quality of
production and the wide adaptation as it’s in the local Wassani
variety.
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